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could win her great and memorable victories on the sea and thus
make her a great naval, commercial and colonial power. It is rightly
said that to Cromwell belongs the credit of the revival of English
sea-power and the establishment of the navy on a basis of permanent
efficiency. During his reign English seamen began to establish their
influence.

Tolerant from Religious Point of View. He had granted reli-
gious liberty to all except the Roman Catholics. A man of intense
religious feelings, he thought that whatever he did and achieved was
through God's will and grace. He persecuted no religious sect, for
he was God-fearing, He was large-hearted and his ideas of tolera-
tion were far more liberal than those generally prevalent during his
own life-time.

His Place in History. Cromwell is entitled to a high place in
the first row of great soldiers, administrators and statesmen of Eng-
land who mould the destinies of nations. The success in the Civil
War was mostly due to his courage, determination and organisation
of the army known as the New Medel.

At the outset, the Commonwealth was faced with a very diffi-
cult task on all sides. The people themselves were bitterly hostile 10
the Commonwealth. With a firm hand he prevented lawlessness and
anarchy caused by the unruly element. He had also to prevent the
disruption of the British Empire, In 1649 on the whole the position
of England was very critical and it was universally thought that either
the British power would be destroyed and dissolved into various parts
of which it was composed or Prince Charles would become the King
of England by the sword and aid of foreign soldiers. But Cromwell
by virtue of his great qualities allowed neither the dissolution of the
British Empire nor left a chance for Prince Charles to reconquer the
throne of his father. He bravely stood the test of the time and ruth-
lessly crushed those who stood in his way to give peace to the land
that had been long sick of the war conditions.

His home policy was based to a certain extent on military despo-
tism but that was for the nation's good. From the accession Of
James I (1603) to 1649 the country had been subjected to a tyranni-
cal rule. Cromwell who was always anxious to promote the best in-
terests of his people ruled wisely and justly so long as no opposition
was shown to him. He secured best trade facilities and concessions
for his people from other countries. He built many schools to spread
education and reformed the law courts to give better justice. In his
private life he was never fond of any gains or greedy of wealth. He
hated shams and insincerities.

He was a true Christian and God-fearing. Though wedded to
the cause of Protestantism he gladly extended liberty of worship to
all except the Catholics. He had intense religious feelings and look-
ed upon himself as an agent in carrying out the will of the Almighty
God, He introduced many reforms in the Church,, He \vas extra-,
ordinarily liberal even in the age of pejrsecution. He was above;